Pelargonium minimum (Cav.) 
The currently used name Pelargonium fumarioides L' Herit. II ,rJ, r I 'I"", ,rJ,,. I , , I
S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk., 1987, 53(2) Pelargonium minimum (Cav.) Willd., Caroli a Linne species plantarum ... 4th edn, Vol. 3: 664 (1800). For some reason known only to himself, Knuth Q.c.) included the older name P. minimum in the synonymy of P. fumarioides. Comparison of the holotype specimen of Geranium minimum with the syntypes of P. fumarioides revealed that the two are conspecific. It should be noted though that the holotype of G. minimum is neither very ample nor very typical of the species, and the illustration in Cavanilles Q.c.) (see my Figure 1 b) which is obviously based on it, exaggerates the length of the peduncles. The type specimen is atypical in that the hypanthium is developed to an unusual length (as also shown in Cavanilles' illustration). A superficially similar species, P. pseudofumarioides Knuth, does have such a welldeveloped hypanthium, but examination of a selection of specimens of both species (including types) led to the conclusion that P. minimum is conspecific with P. fumarioides rather than with P. pseudojumarioides. The reasons for this decision are: 1. The non-glandular trichomes on the sepals are uniformly short instead of a mixture of long and short trichomes as in P. pseudojumarioides. 2. The pseudo-umbels are 4-flowered. In P. fumarioides the pseudo-umbels consist of up to 5 (rarely 8) flowers, while in P. pseudojumarioides the number is 7-13. 3. The peduncles are 9-11 mm long. This falls within the range recorded for P. jumarioides (5-10, rarely up to 15 mm), in contrast toP. pseudojumarioides where the peduncle varies between 25 and 80 mm in length. 4. The plant is small and compact, while plants of P. pseudojumarioides are larger and more lax with long branches. 5. P. fumarioides is widely distributed throughout the drier southern South West Africa/Narnibia, the Orange Free State, the whole Cape Province, and the southern Transvaal where it occurs in the same general area as P. pseudojumarioides; whereas P. pseudojumarioides is restricted to the cooler and moister southern Transvaal and the inland parts of Natal and northern Transkei. Though not imposssible, it seems unlikely that material of P. pseudofumarioides would have reached Europe by 1787.
As future students of Pelargonium may not have ready access to the type of P. minimum, a photograph is reproduced here (Figure la) . 
